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ABSTRACT 
 
The effectiveness of Sustainability Appraisal is highly contested because of the value-based 
nature of the assumed goal (sustainable development), because effectiveness itself can be 
determined through different theoretical framings, and because good governance does not 
guarantee sustainable outcomes.  Drawing on learning derived from the literature and a case 
study examining biomass crop planting on a regional scale in England, an approach for managing 
the Sustainability Appraisal development and application process is proposed.  This 
incorporates analytic-deliberative techniques as the basis for more pluralism, combined with 
constraints mapping.  Such an approach, it is suggested, can better accommodate multiple 
framings. 
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