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Stay updated about our work and get the latest news all in one place — your inbox. Make sure you don’t miss out

on all the news, facts and views by signing up to our free email newsletter at gwct.org.uk/newsletter
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Game & Wildlife

CONSERVATION TRUST

OPEN SEASONS

(dates inclusive)

FEATHERED GAME
(ENGLAND, WALES & SCOTLAND)

Pheasant: Oct 1 to Feb 1

Grey Partridge & Red-legged Partridge:
Sep 1to Feb 1

Red Grouse: Aug 12 to Dec 10

Black Grouse: Aug 20 to Dec 10
Ptarmigan (Scotland): Aug 12 to Dec 10
Duck & Goose (inland): Sep 1 to Jan 31

Duck & Goose (below HWM¥*):
Sep 1 to Feb 20

* High Water Mark of ordinary spring tides
England, Wales and Scotland.

Common Snipe: Aug 12 to Jan 31
Jack Snipe: PROTECTED

Woodcock (England & VWVales):
Oct 1 to Jan 31

Woodcock (Scotland): Sep 1 to Jan 31

The GWCT recommends delaying
the shooting of woodcock until after
Dec 1 to take pressure off the
declining resident population.

Golden Plover: Sep 1 to Jan 31
Coot & Moorhen: Sep 1 to Jan 31

FEATHERED GAME
(NORTHERN IRELAND)

Pheasant: Oct 1 to Jan 31

Grey Partridge & Red-legged Partridge:
Sep 1 to Jan 31

Red Grouse: Aug 12 to Nov 30
Duck & Goose (inland): Sep 1 to Jan 31

Duck & Goose (below HWM):
Sep 1 to Jan 31

Common Snipe: Sep 1 to Jan 31
Jack Snipe: Sep 1 to Jan 31
Woodcock: Oct 1 to Jan 31
Golden Plover: Sep 1 to Jan 31
Coot & Moorhen: PROTECTED

DEER (ENGLAND & WALES)

Red & Sika Stag & Fallow Buck:
Aug 1 to Apr 30

Red & Sika Hind & Fallow Doe:
Nov 1 to Mar 31

Roebuck: Apr 1 to Oct 31
Roe Doe: Nov 1 to Mar 31

Chinese Water Deer Buck & Doe:
Nov 1 to Mar 31

Muntjac: NO CLOSE SEASON

DEER (SCOTLAND)

Red & Sika Stag & Fallow Buck
& Roebuck: NO CLOSE SEASON

Red Hind: Oct 21 to Feb 15
Sika Hind: Oct 21 to Feb 15
Fallow Doe: Oct 21 to Feb 15
Roe Doe: Oct 21 to Mar 31

DEER (NORTHERN IRELAND)

Red & Sika Stag & Fallow Buck:
Aug 1 to Apr 30

Red & Sika Hind & Fallow Doe:
Nov 1 to Mar 31



