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Farmers working
together can be a
force for good soil,
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water and wildlife . . o o

he amount that farm-
ers do for Scotland’s rural
environment is often

underestimated or taken for granted.
Moreover, it is understandable that
one individual can only do so much
on their own farm and, where that
unit is not of significant size, it may
not be on a scale to feel that a signifi-
cant or worthwhile contribution is
being made.

What benefit is there in making
every effort to promote conserva-
tion and sacrifice good, productive
ground when one’s neighbours are
squeezing thesoil over the march for
every ounce of productive capacity?

GWCT knows the good work that
farmers do and has clear evidence
of the results - for example, our Big
Farmland Bird Countin Scotland, the
results of which have just been pub-
lished, recorded 74 different species
and featured 16 Red List species
overall, with 11 in the top 50 — house
sparrow (listed13), tree sparrow (16),
starling (17),yellowhammer (18) song
thrush (21), fieldfare (30), grey par-
tridge (31), herring gull (32), mistle
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conservation can give real
benefits for the landscape

they live and work on

idea,developed by the Game & Wild-
life Conservation Trust, in partner-
shipwithotherbodies, helpsfarmers
work more cohesively and success-
fullyintheirlocalityin theknowledge
thattogether they can deliver greater
benefits for soil, water and wildlifeat
alandscape scale.

It is a bottom-up process and usu-
ally farmer-led. They devise their
own conservation plans, often with
advisors who they know and trust,
and use that extensive knowledge
as a start point. There are prescrip-
tions available to support their
work through the agri-environment
schemes, although regrettably the
Environmental Co-operation Action
Fund, part of the SRDP, did not live
up to expectations. Across the UK,

lifehe or shewouldlike tosee on their
farm and there are a number of dif-
ferentanswers, buttherewillalsobe
several in common - grey partridge,
waders, song birds, bees and other
pollinators. The farmer cluster,once
formed, needs to recognise that it is
an entity with a purpose, with aims
and objectives, targets,and the capa-
bility toreportand record progress.

GWCT has set up a number of
farmer clusters specifically around
its Partridge Count Scheme and we
are hoping to establish more in Scot-
land under the auspices of the PAR-
TRIDGE Project.

This project is supported by the
European Union Interreg fund and
will use two demonstration sites in
each of five countries in the north of
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