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Trial of laser wildlife control

LAST NOVEMBER saw the first shoot day at the Game & Wildlife Scottish 
Demonstration Farm, Auchnerran. The mixed species walked-up event was 
bought at our Scottish Auction by Denzil Skinner, who was joined by three guns 
on the day. The dog handling team comprised Nigel Hayward and Luise Janniche. 

The farm has a range of game-rich habitats from whin clumps for woodcock, 
to small birch and conifer woodlands for pheasants. The Mosstown Bog provided 
fantastic sport for the guns with snipe, rabbit, hare and woodcock, with ample 
opportunities at numerous species, including a whizzing miss at a red-leg partridge. 

On the wetlands the dogs flushed approximately 20 snipe, with the guns 
managing to get two. The bag came to 23 head of four different species. The 
guns, dog team and hosts thoroughly enjoyed the complete game and wildlife 
experience as Auchnerran is a shoot with an intriguing past and an exciting, 
demonstrative future. 

Thanks to all involved who made it a special day for the sporting GWCT 
Scotland memory books.

(L-R) Luise Janniche, Victor Beamish, Denzil Skinner, Tony Whalley, 
Hugh Wauton and Nigel Hayward.

The Game and Wildlife Scottish 
Demonstration Farm (GWSDF), 
Auchnerran, is a partner in an exciting 

new project part-funded by EU-LIFE. 
This project involves organisations across 
Europe, led by Alex Mason at Liverpool 
John Moores University, and will be testing 
existing laser technology, that is currently 
very successfully used to scare birds, on a 
range of mammal species. In particular, at 
Auchnerran we will be focusing on rabbits, 
deer, rats and some of the predatory 
species that can take wader eggs.

The lasers work simply by scaring the 
birds away as the device projects a small, 
green dot towards them. It does not harm 
them in any way and is perfectly safe to 
operate – all the GWSDF team have been 
thoroughly trained by the manufacturers 
and the Bird Control Group. We aim to 
install the devices so that they project onto 
patches of grass at night (in the case of 
rabbits and deer) or around carcasses sited 

Auchnerran’s inaugural shoot day

Gathering of neighbours at Auchnerran to hear about the new laser project.

to attract carrion eaters (foxes, stoats, etc) 
and see if we can exclude individuals from 
these carefully defined areas. It is important to 
note that the lasers are large, programmable 
and password-protected, so they should 
never end up projecting anywhere other than 
the pre-determined trial zone.

Before we started this project, we were 
very keen to make sure all our neighbours 
knew exactly what was happening so they 
were not surprised by the night-time light 
shows soon to start across the farm. At the 
end of November we invited them to the 
farm to see the lasers and find out about 
the project and we will continue to keep 
everyone up-to-date with our findings. 

This is really a test of principle and if 
successful, we will start exploring how the 
technology might be exploited in a practical 
manner. It is hoped it might provide a  
non-lethal alternative to other control 
methods (like rodenticides for example) in 
some circumstances.

Seventy guests enjoyed the Fife & 
Kinross committee’s second dinner 
and auction at Loch Leven’s Larder 

last September, raising £10,000. They were 
treated to damson gin cocktails before 
enjoying a delicious dinner, including 
venison, courtesy of committee member 
Steve Wade of Woodmill Shooting.

The chairman, Douglas Williams, 
conducted the auction, before the event’s 
sponsors, Fife Mitsubishi, Isuzu and Subaru, 
provided guests with lifts home.

Gin cocktails
Fife & Kinross

The west of Scotland annual dinner 
and auction will be held on Thursday 
9 March at Òran Mór, Byres Road, 

Glasgow. Guests will be treated to a 
Sloegasm drinks reception followed by a 
three-course dinner, followed by an auction 
conducted by comedian Fred MacAulay. 
Applications for tickets (priced £65 
each) for a table of 10 or 12 or individual 
applications to the Members Table should 
be made to shamilton@gwct.org.uk.

Dinner at Òran Mór
West

The dinner will be held at the fabulour Òran Mór.


