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woodfromourforestswillplayakey
part in that as well – growing trees
lockupcarbonandusingwoodinour
houses, kitchens, bedrooms, decks
and gardens, locks that carbon up
whilenewtreesaregrowntoreplace
those thathavebeenharvested.
IspokewithaspecialadvisertoaUK
Governmentminister recently who
had read the CCC report and who
described increased treeplantingas
a ‘no-brainer’.
Those who know me, will have
heard me evangelise about how
treesandtimbercanbetheeconomic
activity and premier buildingmate-
rial of the 21st century – infinitely
renewable, versatile, designed for a
low-carboneconomyandembracing
environmentalbenefitsateverystage
fromforesttohome.Let’sembedthat

StuartGoodall is
encouragedbypolicies for

the futureofwood

Trees are an
important
part of the

economy –
and planting

more is a
no-brainer

forfuturegenerationswithaforestry
strategy thatwecanallbeproudof.
The current Scottish Forestry
strategydates from2006–when the
ScottishGovernmentwas knownas
theScottishExecutive,Labour’sJack
McConnell was FirstMinister, Ruth
Davidson was working for the BBC
and England lost to Portugal in the
World Cup quarter finals – so there
hasbeenprogress….
Since 2006, of course,wehave had
both the Scottish independence
referendumandtheBrexit vote.The
decisiontoleavetheEuropeanUnion
has huge implications for country-
side policy, in Scotland and thewid-
erUK.
While the EU hasmany advantag-
es for business and Scotland clear-
ly voted to remain, the consensus

considerable investment, with the
£90million-plus recently commit-
ted byNorbord at Inverness contin-
uing a trend that has seenhundreds
ofmillionsofpounds invested in the
wood processing sector in Scotland
over the lastdecade.
It is worth remembering that the
wood processing sector is domi-
nated by family-owned businesses,
businesses that are committed to
investinginScotland,withlong-term
secureemployment.
TheCommitteeonClimateChange
(CCC), the UK and Scottish Govern-
ments’ independent adviser on
tackling climate change, has just
identified,again,thattreeplantingis
an increasingly vital part ofmeeting
our ambitious climate change
targets. It nowrecognises that using

I havetheprivilegeoftravelling
acrosstheUKandseeinghow
Government attitudes to

forestry are developing and playing
out–anditiscleartomethatScotland
is well ahead. Scotland leads in its
understanding of how important
forestry and wood processing is to
the economy and to the environ-
ment and it leads in implementing
policies todelivermore forestryand
thegreateruseofwood.
The Scottish Government is now
developing a new forestry strategy,
the first in over a decade, and that
provides the perfect opportunity to
set a future direction to build on the
progress made so far. In doing so,
thereareafewrecenteventsitshould
bear inmind.
The sector continues to attract

ENVIRONMENT

Encouraging the
green shoots of
conservation with
the next generation

0Buddingyoungecologists takingpart in theGWCT’sJuniorMacnabChallenge

orwildlifespecies fromanywhere in
theUKrelevanttotheTrust’sconser-
vationwork.
GWCT also hosts a Young Shoot-
ers’ Day at our demonstration farm
at Auchnerran, Aberdeenshire, for
boys and girls aged 12 to 15, which
coverstuitionandclayshooting,con-

torsAssociationwithprizesdonated
byDecathlonSports.
In The Covey, our education area,
there was hands-on science, story-
telling, and arts and crafts aimed at
the next generation of young ecolo-
gists. Aswell as activities and ‘have-
a-go’opportunities,therewereexhib-
its featuringmoths, hatching quail
chicks and ferrets, microscopes to
explore the farmland underworld,
andaspecialdisplayhighlightingthe
habitat of the grey partridge. Artist
Julian Jardine held ceramic work-
shops, there was also a scavenger
huntandthebutterflybogsquad!
Wealsoorganiseschoolvisitstoour
PARTRIDGEdemonstration sites at
WhitburghandatBalgonie.
In Fife, children from Milton of
Balgonie school planted 500 hedge
plants two years ago to create new
habitatforgamebirdsandsongbirds
and have been visiting since then to
see the fruitsof their labours.
AtWhitburghFarmsstraddlingthe
East Lothian/Midlothian boundary,
visits have been organised for Tyne-
water Primary andElphinstone Pri-
maryschoolstolearnabouttheenvi-

ronment. We have also held a chil-
dren’s art competition for the last 14
years. Aimed at pupils across Perth
and Kinross it runs in conjunction
with Perth and Kinross Council’s
education and children’s services
andRHET.Pupilsareencouraged to
createapieceofartdepictingagame

IonaLaingdetails thework
of engagingyoungsterswith
countrysidemanagement

andgamesports

T herewereoncedayswhen,
fromaveryyoungage, you
would have had a fishing

rod thrust in your hand, and if not a
fishing rod, then a bamboo cane, a
pieceofstring,abentpinandaworm.
Formany children the connection
with countryside seems largely to
have been lost. Despitemuch better
access, countryside knowledge is at
bestscantandatworstnon-existent.
The farming sector has grasped
the nettle, making the connections,
forging links, taking schoolchildren
to see where our food comes from
– all credit to the Royal Highland
Education Trust (RHET), the Roy-
al Northern Countryside Initiative,
LEAFOpenFarmSundayandothers.
But we are rapidly approaching
2022, the most likely date for the
next farm support regime to kick
in. This will increasingly find farm-
ers farmingnotmainly for food, but
alsofortheenvironment, fornature,
and for the public interest.We need
tostarttellingyoungstersaboutthis.
The importance of crops for wild-
life, of beetle banks, of field mar-
gins,ofhedges,of farmwoodland,of
ponds andbog,will all take on extra
significance inmodernfarming.
Neighbouring farmers work-
ing together may become more
commonplace; this should enable
scale and focus to deliver better
results. Among thewildlife that can
benefit, or that can trigger farwider
benefits, is game. Farming for the

success of game species, which can
provideanalternativeincomestream
or a source of recreation, will bring
benefits for a wider range of birds
andanimals–songbirds,smallmam-
mals,bees,insectsandinvertebrates.
Spreading this knowledge at an
early age is important. So, what is
theGameandWildlifeConservation
Trustdoingabout it?
Our work with youngsters was
expandedthisyearattheGWCTScot-
tishGameFair at SconePalace.Visi-
torsagedeight to21wereable totake
partintheJuniorMacnabchallenge,
a new event devised by the Scottish
Country Sports TourismGroup and
GWCT, involving virtually hunting
rabbit and pigeon, and fishing for
trout.
The event, which attracted 200
entrants over three days, was
designedtoencourageyoungstersto
think about taking up shooting and
fishingandbeingactiveandengaged
with thecountryside.
It was sponsored by the Scottish
Youth and Countryside Education
Trust and supported by BASC Scot-
landand theGameAngling Instruc-
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among the countryside lobby is
that the CommonAgricultural Pol-
icy (CAP) has not always been good
for Scotland – and if Brexit means
anything, it gives an opportunity to
redesignhowwe support Scotland’s
rural industries in future.
Withdemandfortimberandwood
products at an all-time high (and
growing)andwiththeUKthesecond
biggest net importer of timber
products in theworld (after China),
it’s time to look again at howmuch
forestry and woodland Scotland
needs in future.
It’s clear that forestry can generate
sustainableruralemployment,from
theHighlandstotheBorders,thanks
in largepart to thesignificant invest-
mentbyNorbord,BSW,JamesJones
& Sons, EGGER, Glennon Brothers

andotherwoodprocessors.Theben-
efits of growing more of what we
need at home rather than relying
on expensive importers are self-
evident.
AnewForestryStrategyisanoppor-
tunity to look at the wider benefits
of forestry and how Scotland com-
pareswithotherEuropeancountries
where forest cover is around one-
thirdof thecountryside.
France, Germany, Spain and Italy
all combine much greater level
of woodland cover with thriving
agricultural sectors. Why can’t we
dothesame?
Projects l ike the Forestr y
Commission’s Sheep and Trees and
Confor’s own Farm Forestry publi-
cation show how tree planting can
benefitourhill farmersbyproviding

shelterforlivestock(andhealthi-
eranimalsasaresult)andadiver-
sified long-termincome.
Wehave the opportunity to set
thedirectionoftravelforScottish
forestry, perhaps for 50 years or
more.
It is vital that we grasp that
opportunity with both hands
and leave a meaningful legacy
for futuregenerations.Theywill
thankus for that.
Stuart Goodall is chief executive
ofConfor:promotingforestryand
wood.

are introducedto the importanceofwildlife in thecountrysideandhowtherural environment ismanaged

servationskills, gamemanagement,
andpreparinggameforthetable.The
course is on 22 August, with places
stillavailable.Seewww.gwct.org.uk/
events/calendar/ formoredetails.
The future prosperity of the
countryside might rest now with
ourfarmers, land,gameandwildlife

managers, foresters, politicians and
others.
Butitalsorestswithouryoungsters,
who can learn from an early age to
enjoyit,towanttoworkinitandwith
it, andtosee itprosper.
IonaLaing,educationandeventsoffic-
er,GWCTScotland.
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